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Knicks waive Chauncey Billups

By lan Begley
Special to ESPNNewYork.com

GREENBURGH, N.Y. -- Veteran point guard Chauncey Billups has been waived by the New York Knicks under the NBA's
new amnesty clause.

The Knicks used the amnesty clause on Billups to create cap space needed to acquire Tyson Chandler.

Billups was under contract for $14.2 million. Under the terms of the amnesty rule, teams below the salary cap will now be
permitted to bid for Billups' services. If no team claims him, Billups becomes an unrestricted free agent.

Knicks Blog

Looking for more information on your Knicks? ESPNNewY ork.com has you covered. Blog

The Knicks replaced Billups at point guard with free agent Mike Bibby. They signed Bibby to a one-year deal for the
veteran's minimum, ESPN The Magazine's Chris Broussard confirmed.

In a phone interview with ESPNNewY ork.com's lan O'Connor, Billups confirmed what his agent, Andy Miller, said Friday --
he would seriously consider quitting the game if a team he views as a non-contender claims him on waivers.

"If I get claimed by a team | don't want to play for, I would absolutely consider retirement,” Billups said. "The game's been
really good to me, and | don't want anyone to feel bad for me. I've made a lot of money, and I've saved most of it. | don't need
the money now. | want to be able to play for something, a championship, and | want to be able to have my own destiny in my
hands. If | don't, then retiring might have to be a decision | make."

Billups, a Colorado native, didn't want to leave Denver last February when he was shipped to New York in the Carmelo
Anthony trade, and he didn't want to leave New York to clear room for Chandler. He made it clear Saturday he's tired of the
dance. Long known in NBA circles as a dignified, team-first presence, Billups said he might need to change his approach.

"I'm not a selfish guy at all, never have been, but if | was a little more selfish maybe things would've been different for me,"
he said. "I've carried myself the way | was taught to, and in a lot of situations in my career | haven't been given the same
respect.

"I've been underestimated at times and been taken advantage of in a lot of situations. | can go back 13, 14 years, where the
fans, coaches, and everyone in the team offices love me and what | stand for, and yet I'm always the one who pays the price. |
don't know of any player of my magnitude who's had the success I've had that has gone through what I've gone through, not
one, whether they have the reputation | have or not. Nobody goes through these things.

"It's not in my makeup to be selfish. But it just feel like this time | need to be a little more concerned with me."
Billups averaged 16.8 points and 5.4 assists last season in Denver and New York.

Knicks interim general manager Glen Grunwald called the move part of "the nature of the business."
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"We didn't want to get rid of Chauncey,” Grunwald said. "When | talked to him today I told him, 'Chauncey it's not like we're
waiving you because we don't want you. Look at it for what it is: We traded you basically for the starting center on the NBA
championship team."™

Billups embraced the idea that he could ultimately sign with a team that could meet the Knicks in the playoffs.
"l would like a chance at them, I'll tell you that much," he said. "I would absolutely love that."

In addition to having Bibby in the fold, coach Mike D'Antoni said the team would be comfortable using second-year guard
Toney Douglas at the point. Rookie Iman Shumpert is also expected to play minutes at point guard.

D'Antoni believes that Anthony can facilitate the offense for long stretches.

"I think the team will look more like an old Celtics team, in the sense of going through Bird a lot, and they had two rangy
shooters in the backcourt, [Danny] Ainge and Dennis Johnson," D'Antoni said. "It's just going to change in the sense that |
had [Steve] Nash or somebody like that having the ball all the time. Now, Melo will be doing the pick-and-rolls more, and
that's a good thing. Melo's one of the best passers we have, and he'll be involved in a lot more running the team.

The coach also commented on Bibby Saturday, before reports surfaced that the team had acquired him.

He was asked about Bibby's struggles in the postseason last year. Bibby shot 28 percent from the field and had an assist-to-
turnover ratio of 23-to-17.

"You know, we'll see. | have a high level of confidence in him. He's a smart player. He can shoot the basketball and I think
you know what you're going to get," D'Antoni said.

Asked if he was most interested in signing with the Miami Heat, a contender in need of a quarterback, Billups said, "1 will re-
evaluate my situation after these 48 hours of waivers. | want a chance to win, so any team that's playing for it all, I'd be
interested in.

"I'm not 38. I'm still playing at a high level. I'm not interested in going somewhere to be a mentor coming off the bench."”

lan Begley is a regular contributor to ESPNNewYork.com. ESPNNewYork.com's lan O'Connor contributed to this report.
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Fill-in tackles Willie Smith, Tyler Polumbus impress
Coach Mike Shanahan

By Mike Jones

Washington Redskins coach Mike Shanahan gave backup offensive
linemen Willie Smith and Tyler Polumbus high marks for their
performances against the New England Patriots as both stepped in for
the team’s veteran tackles.

Polumbus — a fourth-year pro who signed with Washington on Nov. 9 —
made an unexpected start at right tackle after Jammal Brown suffered a
groin injury during pregame warmups. With Trent Williams suspended for
the season, Smith, a rookie out of East Carolina, initially rotated series at
left tackle with eight-year veteran Sean Locklear, but ended up playing
the entire second half after impressing coaches.

“l thought Tyler Polumbus came in and did an excellent job for [limited]
practice during the week,” Shanahan said. “We switched series with
Sean Locklear and Willie Smith and | thought they did a good job as well.
... We wanted to take a little pressure off of him in not throwing him right
away and starting the game in case he made a few mistakes and so we
alternated series. When Willie started playing well, we kept him in there
and | thought he did a good job.”
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Polumbus made one start at left guard last month, and spent the week
working at both guard and right tackle. He has spent much of his career
at right tackle, starting a combined 15 games at that spot for Denver and
Seattle in 2009 and 2010, respectively.

“It was pretty crazy when Jammal went down in warmups,” Polumbus
said. “Obviously, it's pretty unexpected for a player to get hurt in
warmups. But obviously, you just take the opportunity to go in there and
play. ... It took me the first quarter. | had a few plays that | would like to
do a little bit better on. But | started to get in more of a groove, and it
started to get better. Thought | did pretty good.”

Sunday marked the first action of the season for Smith, who had
previously dressed for only one game. His day got off to a rough start.
After watching the first series, he came in and three plays in, gave up a
sack to former Redskins defensive end Andre Carter in the end zone.
Rex Grossman fumbled on the play, and Vince Wilfork recovered for the
first touchdown of the game.

“It's the worse feeling ever, man, to see you gave up a sack, and then
you look back and see he fumbled. That's always bad,” the 6-foot-6, 290-
pound Smith said. “It was more of what | did. | got back there and started
to lean, and when | leaned, he took advantage and he swam over me.”

Shanahan said Smith got better as the game progressed. Smith felt good
about his progress, but said the surrendered sack hurt.

“l was expecting to go out there and play a solid game, no sacks, no
pressures, but | guess | set the standards real high,” Smith said. “I want
to be good.”

More on Redskins-Patriots:

Redskins’ can’t keep up despite season-best offensive showing

Game summary: Patriots 34, Redskins 27
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